Ideas…Ideas…Ideas

Involvement
Name
Description

	Donut Days
	Monthly homeroom competition, winners get donuts.

	Game On! 
	Groups of mixed grades compete to earn points by solving fun problems and answering trivia questions.

	Door Decorating
	Classroom doors are decorated around the school. 

	Artistic Accord
	Murals painted by students.

	Drive in Movie
	Students build cardboard vehicles  and “drive” them to a movie.  Limit 10 students per car and local police on standby to write speeding tickets.

	Adopt-A-Spot
	Groups of students choose a small area of landscape on school grounds to clean up and care for.

	Whistle While You Work
	Hand out cards to your group. Half of the cards have song titles and half of the cards have the performers.  Play music while participants mingle and find their partners. To add a challenge, participants can only sing the song they drew or a sing a song by the artist they drew.

	What do you think?
	Invite students in groups of 8-12 to the office to share opinions regarding issues.

	Crazy Crossing
	Students line up on one side of room. Each person must cross to other side, one at a time, in a different way, i.e. crawling, skipping, silly walking, etc.

	A Taste of Talent
	Auditioned acts take the stage for fun entertainment. Afterwards the activity becomes an open mic night. Set the event up like an artsy coffee house.

	Jaws
	Use your school pool complex to show the film “Jaws.” Participants bring their own flotation device; you hire the lifeguard.

	School Exchange
	Visit other schools and switch lives for a day with another high school student.

	Good Morning Greeting
	On a cold day volunteering students show up early to make hot cocoa for arriving students.

	Here We Stand
	Include the entire school to make a list of issues that need addressed, i.e. harassing and judging other, spreading rumors, vandalizing property, etc. Then have students set goals to better the issues. 

	Little Things Matter
	Small groups come together to make a list of things that matter to them, i.e. show a positive attitude, pick up trash, be a role model, etc. Then each group of students design creative posters to market their ideas.

	Pancakes Galore
	Staff cooks a pancake breakfast for students… all you can eat for $1.50.

	Make a Difference Projects
	Pair students to work on projects that involve others in the school. Utilize throughout the year.

	Deck the Halls
	Decorate the halls with names of all students in the school.

	Birthday Bulletin
	Maintain a birthday bulletin board for students.

	The “Real” Student Hanbook
	Have students produce their own handbook. Compile information that explains the “inner workings”  of the school.

	FERP (Friday Evening Recreational Program)
	Open the school on Friday evening for organized recreation. Students may play basketball, volleyball, ping-pong, watch movies, play board games. The possibilities are endless.

	P.I.P.
	Personally Invite People to participate in activities or to serve on a committee.

	“Low-Risk” Activities
	Button Day: Award a “Button Trophy” to the person at each grade level who is wearing the most buttons on “Button Day”.

Class Colors Day: Assign a color to each grade level and award a prize to the class which has the highest percent of students wearing that color on “Class Color Day”.

	Photo Wall
	Buy disposable cameras (cheapest online) and then get labels to type the instructions, hand out the cameras and then collect at the end of the day. Get pictures developed and make a huge collage. Remember to give the cameras to all types of different students!

	Fortune Cookies
	A fun surprise for students at break or at lunch.

	Hi 5 Day
	Students and staff stand in the halls at passing time and give people a smile and a hi 5.

	Invisible Student
	Each student council member should find 4-6 invisible students and send them a gram saying how special they are.

	Bulletin Board
	Fill a prominent bulletin board with candid shots of students include a name and explanation of the picture.



Fundraisers

Name



Description
	Obstacle Course
	Get local business to sponsor students to run an obstacle course

	Kiss the Pig Contest
	People pay money to indicate who they would like to see kiss a pig. (Bulldogs can be substituted for the pigs).

	Espresso Bar
	Make some morning coffee for students and staff.

	Money for your Message
	Sell message space on your electronic reader board.

	Band on the Run
	The school band shows up at a house to play some tunes. For $10 the band stops playing…for $20 they will move to the house of your choice. 

	Hat Coupons
	Choose a day that students have the option of buying a $1 hat coupon that enables them to wear hats for that day.

	Coin Jars
	Place jars marked “Supporting __________” in stores by cash registers.

	Lunch Box Auction
	Students make gourmet lunch in a “designer” lunch box.

	Paper Links
	Sell links of paper that get “chained together” around the school.

	Duct Tape Teacher
	Sell pieces of duct tape to students to tape teachers to a wall during an assembly.

	Dog Show
	Participants dress their dogs in clothes and pay to parade them at an assembly or at lunch.

	Picture Perfect
	Take pictures at events then sell them to students or their family.

	Grams
	Offer “grams” for sale on all occasions through the school year.

	Cookie Dough
	Cookie dough sale complete with kick-off assembly.

	Running for Resources
	Students run laps for donations or pledges.

	Penny Drives
	Each grade level gets their own jar to add pennies to.  A penny counts as one point.  All other coins in the jar counts against the total – (a nickel would be -5 points). Class members add pennies to their own jar and other “negative coins” to the other jars. The class with the most “points” wins recognition.

	A-thons
	Sweep-a-thon: Sweep sections of the city street or school parking lot. Get pledges for either time spent or pounds of dirt collected.

	Unity T-shirts
	Have students create a unity T-shirt, each color representing a different theme (hope, compassion, peace, tolerance, acceptance, etc.) and sell them to students, friends and family.

	Hoops
	Put a plastic basketball hoop on the wall with a bucket underneath. Students pitch donated coins and try to make baskets.

	Crush
	Buy Orange Crush soda and sell for 50 cents for student without the name of the sender. Students have to pay 50 cents if they want to learn who sent it to them. 



Support

Name



Description
	Freshmen Lock-In
	A night during the first week of school give new freshmen the option of staying overnight with the leadership team.

	Easing New Students
	During the first week of school, each officer receives a list of freshmen. They then write a personalized letter providing freshmen with a welcome letter and contact information.

	Operation Search & Rescue
	Have ASB students “search and rescue” stressed out students and make their day a little brighter (great for finals week).

	Traditions
	Plan an all school assembly devoted to “teaching” new freshmen the school traditions.

	Group Buddy System
	Instead of an individual “buddy” system, design a group buddy system of 4-5 students.



Community Service
Name



Description
	Pop Can Scholarship
	Collect pop cans to recycle. Proceeds go to a scholarship fund.

	Chow for Trash
	Host a BBQ with an entrance ticket costing either a bag of litter or a can of food as an entrance ticket.

	Road Clean Up
	Work with the Department of Transportation to properly and safely clean up a road.

	Talent Show
	Make entry be by donation for a charity.

	Halloween Carnival
	Students put on a carnival for elementary students. Admission is one can of food per child.

	Dr. Seuss
	Students collect books from their homes and neighbors to give to elementary students to read and take home.

	Spam Man
	Create a character to promote a food drive. The character can make daily announcements and make a grand entrance at the the kickoff assembly. (Theme song optional).

	Divide and Conquer
	During a food drive divide the school into teams. The winning team is awarded a popcorn movie party.

	Bridging the Gap
	Students host a senior citizen dinner.

	From Service to Tradition
	ASB Officers organize a breakfast for retired teachers to come back and view new school building.

	ASB Fun Night for Food
	Organize a variety of fun games and music for students to choose from. Make entry 2 cans of food or $1 to donate to food bank.

	Help Us Fill The Bus
	Try to involve the community in filling a school bus with food to donate to a food bank.

	Giving Tree
	Students put items under a tree to donate to a cause.

	Day of Commitment
	Plan a one day, school-wide activity where staff members and students lead a community or school service project. 

	Go Green
	Start a recycling program for pop cans and paper.

	Volunteer Squad
	When events come along, such as Special Olympics, Relay for Life or sport contests, get students involved by way of volunteering.

	Pay it Forward
	Utilize leftover decorations from a dance for a second event, i.e. senior center dance.

	Pass on the Word
	Present an anti-tobacco speech to elementary schools.

	Food Drive Twist
	With cooperation of administration, students who have after school detentions can bring in canned goods to receive time off for their contributions.

	Kickin’ Out the Principal
	To encourage students to bring food for a food drive, store all donations in the principal’s office with the goal of kicking him/her out of their office.

	Babysitting for Bucks
	To make money for a charity, students organize a babysitting service during choir and band concerts for donations.

	Flea Market
	Raise money for charity by hosting a parking lot flea market, vendors pay for space.

	Welcome Baskets
	Organize “welcome baskets” for the new members of your community.

	Adopt a Retirement Center
	Make custom computerized birthday cards for residents. Perform a talent show or have them perform their talent for you. Tutor residents on computer use. Invite them to a special activity at school.

	Community Improvement Projects
	Adopt-a-Stream

Flood Clean-up

Revitalize a Park

	Make a Change Week
	Take mason jars into classrooms decorated as a “Make a Change” Bake. Each class donates change and ASB buys items for needy families in the area.



Recognition
Name



Description
	Injustice Busters
	Recognize students and staff standing up for what is right.

	Cultural Awareness Week
	Celebrate the diversity of your school community through highlighting its many cultures and ethnic groups.

	Kindness Award
	Recognize students who go out of their way to be kind to others.

	All Stars
	Decorate and label a star for each person in the school.

	Four “A’s”
	Plan for all students to participate in events that focus on athletics, arts, academics, and activities.  Recognize each student for their strengths in at least one of the four.

	#1
	Give an award for student of the month.

	Gotcha!
	Give out “Caught Being Good” slips.

	SOS (Spotlight on Success)
	At assemblies, use a spotlight to highlight a person the his/her accomplishments.

	Themed
	Give awards based on different themes, i.e. Wizard of Oz award students for brains, heart, and courage.

	Breakfast of Champions
	Nominated students demonstrating life skills earn a morning breakfast.

	Graduation Breakfast
	Students organize a breakfast for your outgoing class.

	Ice Cream Social
	To show appreciation to various school groups or for teacher appreciation host an ice cream social.

	Positive Referral Forms
	Produce forms which result in students being sent to the office to be praised for doing a good job.

	Wall of Fame
	Stars with achievers’ names placed on a wall where student congregate.

	Placemats
	Put achievers names on placemats at local eateries.

	Show It Off
	Utilize pictures and projects to showcase students’ work.

	World Wide Web
	Add a part to the school website to showcase students’ work and recognize achievements.

	Read All About It!
	Feature stories in school newspapers to recognize various achievements of students.

	Pride Posse
	Teachers nominate deserving students for a pizza party.

	Personal Best
	Give all teachers “Personal Best” forms to fill out whenever they see a student or a group doing something special.

	Sunshine Committee
	Form a committee that recognizes birthdays or other special events.

	Pride Flag
	Raise a pride flag each day in honor of a person’s accomplishments at school.

	Locker Decorations
	Decorate locks for Birthday month, student of the month, perfect attendance or drama club before performance.

	Teacher Appreciation
	On the first sunny day of spring wash all the windshields of the cars parked in the faculty parking lot.  Leave a note under the wiper thanking the teacher for brining so much sunshine into the lives of students!

	Community Showcase
	Display samples of student achievements in local stores windows or at a booth at the local fair.

	Increased GPA
	Every student who raises their quarter GPA by .5 receives a congratulatory letter addressed to parents.


Assemblies
Name



Description
	Show ‘em Up
	Organize a talent show competing with other schools.

	Class Competition
	Determine who gets dismissed first at an assembly by how spirited each class section is during the assembly.

	Assembly Drawing
	Prior to assemblies, ask students who wish to be involved to enter a drawing. Draw names before or during each assembly to increase excitement.

	The Wave
	Include plenty of crowd participation to keep students excited.

	TV Game Show
	Use game show themes for each assembly.

	Go Pro
	Have local college teams give an exhibition.

	Good-byes
	Keep students in place on the floor in a large semi-circle and allow the students graduating to move around and say their good-byes.

	Moving on Up
	Students moving up a grade level are highlighted and placed in their “new assembly seats.

	Corny Skit
	Student officers present an issue and then display the ethical and correct response to the issue.

	Food Drive Kick Off  Twist
	Instead of traditional eating contest that involve students wasting foods, organize a relay event using food as props, i.e. balance pack of Top Ramen on head, bowl a can of food into a box, run with can of food between knees, etc.

	Let ‘em Talk
	Give the microphone to the audience during an assembly.

	Star Search
	Host a Talent Show with tryouts and judging. Have the final contestants in each category perform at a school assembly. A panel of judges vote for the winning act in each category. Recognize all entries at the assembly.


Lunch Activities
Name



Description
	For the Love of Music
	Play music or have choir and pep band put on a performance.

	Picnic Basket
	Extend lunch by 15 minutes for a spring picnic.

	Power Hour
	Include games for all, such as Frisbee, cards, board games,  thumb wrestling, etc.

	All You Can Eat
	Host a buffet.

	Fine Dining
	Convert your lunch room with soft lighting, white table clothes and a wait staff. Create French names for the menu items.

	Decoration Competition
	Set up a decorating table for students to stop by during lunch and help make the decorations for school dance or other event. At the end judges rate the decorations and prizes are given out to the winners.

	Car Races
	Contestants enter remote control cars.

	Bug Eating Contest
	No, not the real ones…the candy type!

	Cake Decorating Contest
	Teams must bring their own un-frosted cake in order to participate. Toppings should be provided as well as clean up supplies. Cakes can be judged according to a theme.

	Pigs ‘n Chicks
	A scavenger-style contest which uses rubber chickens and pigs as the object to be hunted. Clues can be found underneath lunch trays or milk cartons.

	Hacky Sack and More
	Students compete  in a variety of contests; timed juggling, distance toss, hacky sack, target toss, etc.

	Spirit Works
	Goldfish cracker drop (into student’s mouth), karaoke, otter pop eating contest, Oreo cooking stacking contest, bingo and school information Jeopardy contest.

	Assigned Seating
	Once each month, assign seats during lunch by sitting alphabetical, by random drawing or by the color of clothing worn that day.

	Waiters and Waitresses
	Organize a group of student waiters and waitresses to serve lunch to students.

	Theme Lunch
	Decorate for a particular theme and work with your cafeteria manager to order special food for that day.

	Food for Thought
	Get bananas/oranges and write quotes, random challenges and more on them, hand them out at break. Get students thinking!


Spirit
Name



Description
	Night Social
	Plan an evening of activities based around a theme. Particpants move down the hall but instead of going to a “class,” they go to an activity.

	I’ve got spirit!
	School color days.

	Monday Madness
	The Last Monday of each month dress for a theme.

	War Paint
	Paint your face the color of your team at a game.

	Field Day
	Plan a series of activities for the outdoors. Advertise ahead of time about activities that participants can get wet in so they bring an extra set of clothes.

	Extra Money
	Give clubs or teams a chance to earn money at your dances. Invite them to run carnival games during the activity.

	Holiday Door Decorating
	Instead of having two or three winners, have your judging committee come up with an award for every door.

	Festive Bags
	Get paper bags from a local grocery store and decorate them at school. Return them to the store to be filled at check out time.

	Here’s to You
	Create a Teammate Award that allows students to nominate their peers for special recognition.

	Lost and Found Talent Show
	Wash lost and found items then put on a live fashion show with music and narration.

	Husky vs. Cougar
	A fun dress up day the week of the Apple Cup.

	Intercom Bingo
	Play a game of bingo over the intercom system. First class to “phone in” a bingo to the office wins a prize.

	Line Dancers
	Teach kids group line dances before a dance through PE class or at lunch.

	Paper Planes
	Make it a contest.

	Strut your Stuff
	Fashion show to promote dress-up days.

	Tailgate Party
	Include activities such as spirit poster contest, powder puff football game, and a BBQ

	Cheer
	Create a school or class cheer.

	VS.
	Student vs. staff competitions.

	Garbage
	Have a class competition to paint garbage cans with interesting designs.

	Little Green Men
	To motivate students to want to clean up, design special green costumes that are only worn each week during campus clean up by the specially selected students.

	Weight of Trash
	Keep a bar graph that illustrates how many pieces (or weight) of litter is being collected by students.

	Spirit Beads
	Give away beads for attending activities.

	Dress Up Days
	Show spirit by having a themed dress up day. Some ideas – Hat day, crazy hair day, college sweatshirt day, tie day, scarf day, sports uniform day, summer shorts day, fancy clothes day, flower day, pajama day, school colors day, twin day, plaid day, clash day, sunglasses day, western day, rock-n-roll day, weird sock day, Hawaiian day, toga day, parent’s shoe day, tacky tourist day, flood pants day, button day, Safari day and no blue day.

	Set the Tone
	Have a senior only assembly and ask them to “set the tone” for the year.


