Teacher Appreciation Week Ideas: May 2-6, 2011 

History: 
There are 6.2 million teachers in the United States. Each one deserves a thank you for using their energy to teach kids every day. Teacher Appreciation week is May 2-6 with National Teacher Day, Tuesday, May 3. Thousands of communities will take time out to honor their local educators and acknowledge the contributions they make to our lives. 

In 1944, Mattye Whyte Woodridge, an Arkansas teacher, began corresponding with political and educational leaders about establishing a national observance to honor teachers. This effort bore fruit when Congress proclaimed National Teacher Day in 1953. But the proclamation referred to that year only. In the late 1970s, the National Education Association (NEA) and its affiliates began observing Teacher Day on the first Tuesday in March. That continued until 1985 when the NEA and the National Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) expanded this to a full week and moved it to the first week of May. At the same time, the Tuesday of Teacher Appreciation Week became National Teacher Day. To pay tribute to the nation’s educators, the Census Bureau presents a selection of statistics about teachers and their work. 
Websites & Ideas: 
FamilyFun.com: 

http://familyfun.go.com/schools-out/schools-out-teacher-gifts/teacher-gift-ideas-855379/view-all/
Take Note Write poems, letters, or notes of appreciation and leave them in teachers' mailboxes. Read them at morning assembly or over the intercom. 

Good Morning Take orders the previous night so that coffee and pastries from the local coffeehouse are waiting for the teachers when they arrive at work. 

Personalize It Print teachers' names on coffee mugs, T-shirts, or other items to commemorate the years' efforts.

 After-School Activities Plan an end-of-the-day stress relief game such as volleyball or softball. Provide free snacks and refreshments. 

Make it a Surprise Our two staff bathrooms were very plain and utilitarian. One year, the PTA/PTO spent a whole weekend at school to surprise us: On Monday, when we arrived at school we discovered that the bathrooms had been redecorated--wallpaper, new paint, pictures on the wall, a little dresser to hold our personal items, fresh flowers. The following year, the PTA/PTO brought kids into school over a weekend and put their handprints in red, blue, or yellow paint on the walls of the front foyer as a welcoming touch. 

Adopt-A-Teacher Organize an event in which parents and administrators cover teachers' classrooms for an hour during lunch so that they can enjoy a meal outside of their classrooms. 

Dress It Up Decorate the staff lounge and the hallways of the school with Teacher Appreciation Week themed pictures and banners. 

Walk of Fame Create your own Walk of Fame for your teachers. Get a piece of donated red carpet or put red butcher paper down in the entry hall. Make gold stars with a teacher's name on each, and have the school meet the teachers as they arrive one morning. 

Education World:
 http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin308.shtml 
Quality Time Gather students of a grade level or instructional team in the gym for a volleyball tournament. The principal and assistant principal, and other available support staff, organize and monitor the tournament while teachers spend time socializing over a specially planned meal or work together to accomplish other planning tasks. 
Cookie Coupons Recognize special contributions by putting "Cookie Coupons" in teachers' mailboxes. Arrange with the cafeteria for teachers to redeem those coupons for a special treat! 
Jeans Day Call for a "Jeans Day." All teachers can dress down on that day. Or make this a special reward for teachers who have gone above-and-beyond; have stickers printed that say "I earned this Jeans Day." They can wear the sticker on whatever "Jeans Day" they choose. 
Pamper Room Plan a "Pamper Day." Set aside a space and bring in a nail technician to do teachers' nails or to give hand massages with hot lotions. Put out scented potpourri, the silver punchbowl, and special cookies. Play relaxing music. Arrange to have each teacher's class covered for 30 minutes so they can visit the Pamper Room. 
Encouraging Words Start an "Encouraging Words" chain. Use a computer to design and print special cards, or purchase card stock and attach a small apple sticker to each card. The principal will begin the chain by sending the first five cards to five deserving faculty members. The next week, the principal places a blank "Encouraging Words" card in the mailbox of each teacher who received one the week before. Each of those teachers sends an "Encouraging Words" card to another of their colleagues. And the cycle continues… Include the entire staff -- don't forget custodians, cafeteria workers, teacher assistants, bus drivers, and others -- in this project. You might even attach to each card an apple sticker that still has on its backing. As teachers drop "Encouraging Words" cards in their colleagues' mailboxes, they affix the sticker next to the person's name on their mailbox. That way, teachers can see who has not yet been recognized; all staff members should be recognized once before anybody receives a second recognition. 
Business Cards Make staff members feel special and professional by purchasing business cards for them. If such a purchase is not in your budget, enlist the support of your art and technology teachers to use school computers to design and print cards. 

NEA-National Education Association

www.nea.org
National Teacher Day is celebrated this year on May 3, 2011.  It is a day for thousands of communities to honor their local educators and acknowledge the crucial role teachers play in making sure every student receives a quality education.
Nominate a Classroom Superhero! They don’t have the cape or the flashy tights, but educators are rising to a superhero challenge every single day. Few people have such an impact on all of our lives, and the lives of our children, as educators. NEA’s Classroom Superheroes campaign allows parents, students, and community members to show educators the support they deserve.  Find out more and then nominate your classroom superheroes at http://classroomsuperheroes.com/. 
National PTA: 

http://www.pta.org/teacher_appreciation.asp
Thanks from parents - Ask parents to e-mail messages of gratitude to teachers. - Ask parents to drop by for a before-school coffee reception for teachers. - Ask parents to contribute classroom materials, such as poster board, stickers, high-quality chalk, stamps and inkpads, books, and other supplies, to their children’s teachers. 
School spirit - Create a wall of fame for teachers; post quotes from students, parents, and principals on the special contributions of each teacher. - Make banners recognizing Teacher Appreciation Week and hang them in the halls and common areas. - Present each teacher with a certificate of appreciation at a school wide assembly attended by parents as well as students. 
Recognition opportunities - Nominate teachers for national awards and recognition. - Donate money to an education-oriented charity in honor of the teachers at your school. - Publish in the PTA or school newsletter “teacher triumphs” or stories of appreciation that relate the special accomplishments of individual teachers. Commit to publishing additional stories throughout the year.
 Community involvement - Have local businesses put up signs and banners that give thanks to teachers. - Reward teachers with gift certificates or merchandise donated by local businesses. - Distribute pin-on buttons that proclaim “Teacher Appreciation Week” or some other teacher-oriented slogan. - Work with the local library to set up displays honoring teachers. - Plant trees or flowers in public areas or on school grounds in honor of teachers. 

Teacher Grammies Each Spring, Grandville High School holds an all-school assembly to give out Teacher Grammies. All students vote to nominate male and female teachers for categories such as Mr./Ms. J Crew, Bulldog (for school spirit), Energetic, Hip-and-Happenin', Sports Illustrated, etc.. A special "Match Made in Heaven" award is also given to a husband/wife team that work at school (there are several who qualify at GHS). The actual "Grammy" award is a certificate and a gold-painted apple that can be purchased at most craft stores. Sorting through the nominations is a tedious process but worth it when the teachers are visibly happy and excited to be recognized. This big event is the culmination of our Teacher Appreciation Week in which we recognize and show appreciation for ALL teachers. 
Teacher Recognition Dinner Through our Teacher Recognition Dinner, seniors show appreciation to staff members who made a difference in their lives. Each senior member of NHS is allowed to invite one teacher from his/her entire K-12 experience with whom they would like to share this special evening. The program is held in the evening on the last day of school and those teachers being honored are sent invitations to attend. The name of the student inviting them is not divulged until that evening. Survival Kit On the first day of school, teachers arrived to their classrooms to find a School Year Survival Kit to help them get through the year. Some things like: a Hershey’s kiss to stay sweet, a band-aide to cover the small things, an eraser to correct mistakes, a pencil to stay sharp, etc. We also gave every staff member some pudding with an attached note "Thanks for PUDDING up with Us!” 
The Food Cart Members bring in baked goods, snacks, candy and drinks. During a study hall or free period, a few people push around the cart full of goodies to each teacher's classroom. Food is always the way to win a teacher's heart. 
Staff Scavenger Hunt A Staff Scavenger Hunt is a fun way to get people to mix and mingle. Ask staff members to submit interesting/unique information about themselves to create a human scavenger hunt. You won't believe some of the trivia they come up with! Collect information ahead of time so that staff members can do the "scavenger hunt" at the first Welcome Back staff meeting or anytime to put a little spice into the school day. Offer a great prize to the person who can identify the most people on the Scavenger Hunt list. 
Helper for a Day Announce at a staff meeting that the Student Council is available to help teachers do errands, rearrange their rooms, put up new bulletin boards, run errands for the secretaries, or whatever they need help with. This activity is great during conference time, during back-to-school workshop time or during the school year. This is great for PR and a fantastic way to get the staff on your side! The staff is so thrilled to have help and the students are able to get to know the staff better! 
Washington Activity Coordinators Association:

http://www.wacaonline.org/resources_staff.html 

1,000,000 Bills With the help of the Advanced Graphic Design students, scan in a very real looking $1,000,000 bill. Electronically change as many areas as possible to make it clear and personal. You can replace the face on the bill with the teacher's picture and put their name in under the photo. Print them out (actual bill size) and make a huge poster to hang in the office that says, "Thanks a Million!" Teachers received a copy of their $1,000,000 bill in their mailbox. Many teachers still display the bill on their bulletin boards. 

Baby Picture Contest Get teacher baby photos and put up in a secured display. Make it a contest for students to guess who is who. 

Back Scratcher Buy wooden back scratchers for staff. Attach a note that says, "Thanks for the helping hand!" 

Banana Splits Put a banana in the box of all staff members with an attached note which says "Don't Split After School, bring this banana to room _____!" Have the fixings for Banana Splits after school. 

Fairy Godmother Granting Wishes Have a student dressed in a "Fairy godmother" outfit complete with halo and wand ask each member to make a wish such as cleaning, recording papers, etc. Form a crew to grant the wishes. 

Message in a Bottle Recycle those plastic vending machine throw-a-way beverage containers and turn them into memorable thank-you! Collect, rinse, and remove label. Write an inspirational verse or quote on a piece of paper. Roll into a scroll and tuck inside the bottle. Attach a self-adhesive sticker to the outside of the bottle and write "Message in a Bottle." Tie on a steamer of ribbons for a special touch. Use self-adhesive stickers to decorate. 

Post Cards Once a week, each student in class writes a post card to a staff member. Write them about their teaching, support of activities, extra effort, etc. Only one student for a teacher in a given week. Post cards are delivered to teacher mailboxes. 


Teacher Appreciation:
http://www.teacher-appreciation.info/
The Teacher Appreciation Web site is dedicated solely to the purpose of helping schools and communities appreciate their teachers. 

Teacher Notepad You make a beautiful drawing and message for teacher appreciation, no bigger than a square inch. Then you take it to the local copy shop and make fifty copies on note-sized paper. You have them bound together. Your teacher appreciation notepad is ready! 

Class Recipe Book Each family donates one recipe. You bind them together with a nice home-made cover! The teacher will feel appreciation whenever he or she cooks! 

Book of Thanks Each of your classmates can write or draw their teacher appreciation message in a page. 

Home-made Board Game You know Monopoly, don’t you? Now, how about actually making a similar boardgame where you include your teacher, school, classmates, your town’s streets… All you need is cardboard, pens, plastic tokens and a lot of patience. It is worth because you exppress your teacher appreciation and also make an interesting game you’ll love to play later on.
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Materials: 

· Balloon 

· Paper mache paste. 

· Strips of newspaper. Strips of white paper (3 sheets or so of old computer paper works well). 

· Red tempra/poster paint (or red tissue paper or red napkins). 

· Green felt or green construction paper. 

· ...And your true teacher appreciation! 

Instructions: 

· Prepare your paper mache paste (read my "How to Paper Mache" section if you don't know how this is done). 

· Blow up the balloon all the way and then let all the air out. 

· Now blow up the balloon a bit (until it has about a 5 inch diameter) and tie it. 

· Blowing it up all the way and letting the air out first, will make the apple more round. 

· Cover with 2 to 4 layers of newspaper paper mache and let it dry. 

· About 24 hours to dry unless you leave it somewhere sunny and warm. 

· Don't cover the tied part (this will be the hole for the pencils. 

· Cover with 2 to 4 layers of white computer paper (it's much easier to paint over than newspaper!) and let dry. 

· Reach through the hole with a sharp pin and pop the balloon. 

· If you can, pull out the balloon bits. 

· If necessary: Take a fairly damp cloth and widen the hole (for the pencils) to the desired size (you can see from the photo above how large we made our hole). The damp cloth will soften the mache so you can work with it. Be patient and let it soften! 

· Crush the bottom of the apple so that it stands without help. You won't be able to crush it when it's all dry, so use a damp cloth (or set the apple on a damp paper towel for about 15 minutes) to soften the mache. Then push gently to make a flat surface on the bottom. 

· Paint the apple red. If you covered with white computer paper, this should only take one coat. If you're using tissue paper or napkins, tear into small pieces and paper mache them onto the apple in a final layer to turn it red. 

· Let dry. Optional: Give the apple a coat or two of spray varnish. 

· Cut two simple leaf shapes from green felt or construction paper and glue to the top of the apple. Add a couple of sharp new pencils and present to your teacher as your teacher appreciation present! 

