By Elizabeth Reeves, WASC Board President, Union High, Vancouver 

Address to the WASC Leadership Conference delegates, October 8, 2010
Host: Bothell High and the KingCo Association of Student Councils


Safe Schools: The Answer to your Questions, the Solution to your Problems

Good Morning! Welcome!!! My name is Elizabeth Reeves and I am honored and humbled to stand before hundreds of incredible student leaders and represent you as your WASC Board president this year. My friends on the WASC Conference steering committee have put together and amazing conference for us and I can’t wait to see what they have in store for us today, so if we could please give them a huge round of applause…

Having been on the WASC Conference steering committee last year, I am fully aware of how much time and effort goes into planning this conference. And, I am also aware that each of you have given countless hours to serving your ASB’s, your schools and your communities. I know someone who, every week, turns down hanging out with their friends to make sure all of the decorations are perfect. I know someone who spends their weekends at the food bank and cleaning up the beach. I know someone who puts more time into planning a dance then actually going to it. I know someone who skips lunch to go to leadership meetings. I know someone who gives up their front row seat at the football game to hand out spirit gear to fans. I know that Someone is in the audience. And, if you are that someone would you please stand up. 

Let ME give you a huge round of applause for all of your hard work and dedication because it’s what you do every day that even makes this conference possible. And I know none of you do those things for the recognition. And I know that even if you were never to be recognized, you would still do what you do; you would still serve your schools and your communities. But, it’s because of all that each of you do, that as a WASC board, we have made it one of our goals that every school gets recognized for all that they accomplish this upcoming year. By completing an Award of Excellence packet for both your school and your local association, you are providing tangible evidence about the great things that your school and your leadership programs are doing.  The Award of Excellence packets provide evidence for students, teachers, administrators, parents and the greater community of your school’s accomplishments in creating and improving a climate for student success.  We are proving why it is more than posters and glitter.  It’s more than dances and socials.  We are showing the state that student leadership is powerful. We are the future and we are changing our schools every day.  Award of Excellence packets are proof that student leaders are solving problems like school safety, inclusion and participation.  We are making our schools places where students can succeed.  To help each school better address school climate and safety concerns, the WASC Board has created the Safe Schools Survey.  

Safe Schools: the answer to your questions, the solution to your problems.  Join the revolution today at WASC.me.  

You are all aware of the headlining stories of bullying in schools across the United States.  A CNN opinion poll stated that over 1/3 of teens have been ridiculed, humiliated or verbally or physically threatened by another teen in person or online.  Over 2/3 of teens polled say that their friends have been subjected to this treatment.  This is such a concern that CNN is actually running a weeklong special on Student Bullying.  

As a WASC Board, we too feel that this is a concern for all schools, particularly in the state of Washington.  We can try to convince ourselves that these concerns are only a problem in other schools, in other states, but if we are honest with ourselves, we would acknowledge that these problems exist in our own schools.  This safe school survey can help us start to address these issues.  This survey will help us find out how safe our schools actually are.  By participating in this survey, we will know exactly how each student demographic profile in our school feels in regards to physical and emotional safety.  

To have the unfiltered, honest perspective of how your students feel in your school is an amazing tool as student leaders.  We can design new programs that help us fight safety concerns in our state.  The survey will provide data regarding student perspectives on their physical safety on campus, in locker rooms and on busses as well as information regarding the comfort level students feel in voicing their political and religious views in school.  The information is anonymous but couldn’t be more powerful.  Our hope is that this survey will be taken by all students in the State of Washington, but it is up to us to make this happen.  

We hope to use the data to make changes in our schools.  This survey opened yesterday, October 8, and will close on December 21.  This gives your school approximately 2 months to come up with a plan to encourage all students to take this survey.  In January, the WASC Board will analyze the data and release it to all schools who participated in the survey.  On the Washington Student Leadership web site, the WASC Board will provide a “How to Guide” to help kick off the survey in your schools.  Once you receive your data in January, our third and final goal is for your school to take this information and make a change and put it to use.  Don’t stand by with this powerful information and not use it.  Improve your schools and make them safe places to be.  Each local association will be deciding what to do to meet our third and final goal of increasing community service state wide, with Students Care.  

By using the safe school data to create a program to improve your school, you will be working toward Students Care, a collective attempt to prove to our communities that students can and will make a difference.   

I would like to now introduce your partners in this fight for safer schools, your WASC Board Representatives:

Representing the State Board of Education

Senior Representative:  Anna Laura Kastama, Tacoma School of the Arts

Junior Representative: Jared Costanzo, Chiawana High School

Representing Edmonds Association, and receiving a Distinguished Association Award:  Laura Karnoski, Mount Lake Terrace High School

Representing Greater Puget Sound Association, and also receiving a distinguished Association Award, Luan Nguyen-Tran, Henry Foss High School and the WASC Board Communications Director also from the Greater Puget Sound Association,  Jacob Glickman, Tacoma School of the Arts

The Greater St Helens Association, receiving a Distinguished Association award, is headed by myself and Ashley Sturza from Camas High School

Representing the Greater Spokane Association, Vice President of the WASC Board, Ryan Linehan, University High School

Representing the Greater Yakima Association, next year’s host of the WASC Conference, Kyle Curtis, Eisenhower High School and Josiah Harrison, from West Valley-Yakima High School.

Representing KINGCO , the host of this year’s conference, Matt Magee, Ballard High School and Ellie Swanson, Inglemoor High School
Representing the Mid Columbia Association, Ashley Nelson, Hanford High school and Susan Bengtson, from Richland High School
Representing the Seamount Association, Meykia Smith, from Renton High School

Representing South Puget Sound Association, Senior Komisi Leutele, from Washington High School
Representing the WESCO Association, also receiving a Distinguished Association Award, VK Vu, from Cascade High School and Sarah Wadell from Glacier Peak High School

The Washington Association of Student Councils helps schools articulate the critical role student leaders play in promoting student learning by improving the climate and culture in your schools.  WASC Board members created a statewide definition of a student leader that is relevant for today’s schools:

Students Leaders strive to nurture and empower ALL students to make a difference in their schools, communities and world. A student leader displays integrity, through cooperation, and respect toward self and others.  

With this definition guiding our way, the following schools have demonstrated success in meeting our state student leadership goals.  Please recognize these student leaders as they come to their WASC Board Representative for their award.  

Camas High school
Cascade High School
Columbia River High school
Edmonds Woodway High school
Evergreen High School
Glacier Peak High School
Hazen High School
Henry Foss High School
Henry M Jackson High School
Heritage High School
Hudson’s Bay High school
Lindbergh High School
Marysville Pilchuck High School
Meadowdale High school
Mountain View High School
Prairie High School
Ridgefield High School
Shelton High School
Skyview High School
Snohomish High School
Sumner High School
Union High School
And Vancouver School of Arts and Academics
Thank you to these outstanding school associations and the other schools that applied for this distinction.  Their work doesn’t go unnoticed.  

As we start our first full day of the WASC Conference, I encourage you to take advantage of every opportunity this weekend and to keep an open mind.  As a fourth year WASC attendee, I want to share a little about my very first WASC conference in Tacoma.  When I first arrived off the bus, I was bombarded with posters, dancing, laughing, chanting and just overall loudness.  What I wasn’t prepared for, however, was a weekend that would change my life; weekend that changed how I viewed leadership.  While the posters and dances are fun, I learned that leadership is a way of life.  Leadership is how we treat others and how we serve the community.  While we are preparing for an amazing, exciting, chant-filled day, remember to listen to the true message of this conference.  Meet new people, share ideas, take notes about new concepts, and most of all, above the noise and above the excitement, take back to your schools what you learn here and make your schools better.  Have a great day and welcome to our first full day of WASC 2010.

Discussion Questions:
· What part of Elizabeth’s speech do you agree with? What part has caused ideas to roll around in your head? What part of her speech makes a point you will remember for a long time?

· What phrase in the speech caught your ear? Why?

· What specific actions have you taken as a student leader that models the WASC Board definition:
Students Leaders strive to nurture and empower ALL students to make a difference in their schools, communities and world. A student leader displays integrity, through cooperation, and respect toward self and others.  

· How safe is your school physically and emotionally on a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 being the “safest.” Why? 

· The CNN Report states that 1/3 of teens have been ridiculed, humiliated or verbally or physically threatened by another teen in person or online and that over 2/3 of teens polled say that their friends have been subjected to this treatment.  Does your experience tend to support these statistics? How?

· Should you as a student leadership team and school participate in the Safe School Survey at WASC.me?

· Should you as a student leadership team participate in the Award of Excellence program?

· Is your school active in a Local Association of Student Councils? If not, what is the closet one near you? www.awsp.org/leadership: link: Washington Association of Student Councils
Could you create your own with your neighboring schools? What might be a purpose of this organization?

