Safe School’s Survey How-To Guide
Created by the Washington Association of Student Councils 
Sponsored by Washington Student Leadership, a program of the 
Association of Washington School Principals 

The Safe School’s Survey (WASC.me) will run from the first day of the WASC Conference, Oct. 8, 2010 until December 21, 2010. This is a survey developed by students for students, and the results will help student leaders across the state establish safer schools.

Use the action steps below to allow the students in your school to voice their opinions regarding school safety. The data collection is anonymous enough to protect the identity of each student, yet specific enough to target a school’s realm of safety concerns. 

Step 1: 
Gain school administration support
Reserve a time to talk to the school administration team to establish a mutual understanding of the importance of the survey and the devotion each school has to creating a program for school betterment.  Use or adapt the Letter to School Administration provided by the WASC board (below).

 Step 2: Advertise the Safe School Survey event


Possible Ideas:
· Introduce the survey at an assembly
· Present information on the survey during homeroom or Social Studies classes
· Create traditional media such as posters, flyers and announcements

Step 3: Take the 15-minute, web-based survey at WASC.me between October 8t-December 21, 2010



Possible Ideas:
· Reserve Computer Labs

· First class period

· All English classes

· During homeroom

· Providing it as a link on teacher websites

· Take survey at lunch with rewards for those who participate

· Post as a link on Facebook

· Create a computer lab schedule and have classes sign up for a time slot

  Step 4:  Evaluate the data to develop programs regarding the issues facing your schools

“Intelligence plus character-that is the goal of true education”

-Martin Luther King

To: 
High School Principals
From: 
Washington Association of Student Councils (WASC) Board

Elizabeth Reeves, President  (Union High, Vancouver) 

Ryan Linehan, Vice-President (University High, Spokane)

RE:
WASC Safe Schools Survey sponsored by Washington Student Leadership, a program of the Association of Washington School Principals

In this day and age of global competition, education is of the utmost importance. We must do everything in our power to ensure the highest form of education is being relayed to the youth of this generation. As leaders, advisers and educators our job couldn’t be more valuable. We shape the future through our interaction with the students in our schools. This interaction must be efficient and welcoming.

Whether we are an immediate product of our environment or not, it is common knowledge that welcoming environments produce prosperous results. The WASC Board believes strongly in this philosophy and has devised a plan to ensure that our schools are producing the most prepared pupils possible.

If you were to open the internet on your computer and type ‘wasc.me’ into the search bar you would shortly be greeted by a survey fashioned in blue and white with the title “Safe Schools Survey.” It took an entire year of planning and organizing, but the WASC board developed what you see on your screen. This is a survey in which students are asked numerous questions varying from physical safety on campus, in locker rooms and on buses to questions regarding the comfort level in relaying their political and religious views in school. The survey takes roughly 15 minutes to complete and has room to share further thoughts after most of the questions if the student desires to do so.

When the student is finished and presses ‘Submit’ at the bottom of the page the data is sent to select members of the WASC Board who created the survey and to the WASC Board Advisers. The information is anonymous and couldn’t be more powerful. The data is anonymous enough to protect the identity of each student, yet specific enough to target a school’s realm of safety concerns to help leaders to develop programs to solve safety issues in your school. Upon request, each school can be provided with the data from your students.  
What this information will allow the WASC Board to do is monumental. By the first of the year, the WASC Board will have had analyzed the data collected from all schools across Washington State. The information of the Survey will be released and then specific representatives, chosen for each region of the State, will design programs for the specific needs of each area. The WASC Board will use the information your students gave to implement changes where they are so desperately needed in the state. This is a survey developed by students for students, and the results will help student leaders across the state establish safer schools. The more responses we receive, the more accurate and useful this data will be. Ideally this survey will be taken by all high school students in Washington State. The closer to this figure we get, the better. We ask that you introduce a strategy to ensure the most responses from your student body. 

This is the reason that we are in education. We realize that the future is in our hands. We realize that we have the power to shape our country forever. We realize that we have to do something right now. We realize that students are our future. This is the voice of the student. 

